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February 2015 Newsletter 

Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless 

otherwise stated.) 

Feb. 12th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Plate and root over rock trident maples. 

Feb. 26th- Business meeting. 

Mar. 12th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Howard & Sylvia Smith workshop. 

April 9th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

April 23rd- Board of Directors meeting. 

April 25-26th- Japanese Garden Spring 

Festival. 

May 9th- Saturday. 8AM-12PM. Auction & 

Raffle. 

May 14th- No Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

June 11th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

John Miller on Native Trees. 

June 26-28th- Club Exhibition. 

July 9th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Howard and Sylvia Smith workshop. 

July 23rd- Board of Directors meeting. 

Aug. 13th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Sept. 10th-  LSBF visiting artist 

Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Oct. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Howard and Sylvia Smith workshop 

Oct. 22nd- Board of Directors meeting. 

Oct.24-25th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 12th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Visiting guest speaker Bjorn Bjorholm. 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

 This will be your last newsletter 

if you haven’t renewed your 

membership for 2015! There’s a 

membership form at the back of the 

newsletter. Thanks for your 

support of our club! 
 

 

 

From our President, Bill Weber- 
 

Fellow Members, 

 

With the arrival of February, repotting season 

is in full swing. Be careful to watch for 

freezing conditions on newly repotted 

material. Despite the hardiness of the plant, a 

hard freeze could severely damage a newly 

repotted plant. 

 

In January we completed the juniper project 

and are ready for the spring festival. Many 

thanks to all who supported this effort. I was 

surprised to finish these so quickly. 

 

In February we will again host 2 meetings. 

The 12th will be a program on maples. We 

will be forming several trident maples into a 

clay disc to fuse them into 1 tree. On the 26th 

we will have the annual business meeting. 

This meeting will discuss the state of the club 

and present any new ideas for the upcoming 

year. 

 

Hope to see you all there. 

 

Bill Weber 

(972)679-2936 
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From our Program Chairman 

Steven Hendricks- 

February’s Program:  
  

Little Plate and Root-Over-

Rock Plantings 
This month we hill have something 

old and something new.  The old will be 

“root-over-rock” plantings.  Last spring we 

did this with Trident maple seedlings.  If 

yours survived you can bring it back in to un-

pot and examine the roots.  If yours did not 

survive you can plant a new one.  Or both.  

What you will need to bring is: 

 

1) Your own rock  

2) A pot that is deep enough to bury 

the rock completely. A one-gallon 

nursery pot will work fine.  

3) Soil to fill the pot. 

 

Something new will be “little plate” 

plantings.  We will have trident maple 

seedlings to use for this as well.  The idea is 

that you can develop a tremendous root flare 

in a shorter time using the “little plates.”  

Estella Flather will provide the seedlings.  

What you need to bring is a deep pot in which 

to plant your little plate (one gallon pots are 

OK) along with enough soil to allow it to be 

planted deeply.   It does not need to be bonsai 

soil.  Estella will bring some potting soil in 

case anyone needs some.  The idea is to 

maximize growth with these plantings.  They 

can be planted in your yard if you wish in 

order to provide the most room for roots to 

grow.  This is a several year project so 

patience is required. 

Root-over-rock generally requires 

only one seedling.  The little plate planting 

will require 7 or 8 seedlings.  If you intend to 

participate in either planting, please send an 

email to Estella eflather@sbcglobal.net and 

let her know.  That way she will know how 

many seedlings to bring.  The club will pay 

for the seedlings. 

 

This is a short program so we 

encourage members to bring in something for 

show-and-tell.  It doesn’t have to be a bonsai 

tree.  Unusual pots, propagation techniques, 

fertilizers, etc., are also of interest to other 

bonsai enthusiasts.   

 

Pictures from January’s 

meetings. 
 

 
Everyone pitched in to get the club sale 

junipers pruned up and potted. 

 

 
Thanks to everyone’s hard work the little 

trees were all trained in record time! 

 

Quick Tip! 
 

My bonsai are covered in weeds! 

How can I get rid of the weeds and keep them 

from coming back? 

Sometimes it seems that no matter 

how many times you pull the weeds from 

your bonsai pots they just seem to come right 

back. There are some things you can do to 

slow the weeds down. 

Prevention is a time saver. If you have 

been having lots of small weeds germinating, 

mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net
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gently rake or brush off about ¼ inch of 

surface soil and replace it with clean soil that 

you know doesn’t contain weed seeds. Use of 

a pre-emergent such as corn gluten meal can 

help prevent seeds from germinating. Pre-

emergent works best on undisturbed soil, so 

pull any existing weeds before sprinkling on 

the pre-emergent.  

For a while, some bonsai speakers 

were recommending use of herbicide on a 

sponge to kill weeds. Later they decided this 

wasn’t a good idea as their plants started to 

have problems. So I don’t recommend use of 

herbicides in your bonsai pots. 

 

 
    A picture of dandelion and clover weeds and their 

long roots and runners. 

 

 When pulling weeds from your pots 

make sure that you pull out the entire root. 

Most people know that dandelions have long 

roots that need to be pulled out or the weed 

will just produce a new top and continue to 

grow, but other types of weeds such as clover 

also have long roots that must be entirely 

removed, plus extensive runners that must be 

eliminated. Each node on an underground 

root can produce its own plant, so you have 

to get all the interconnected roots to remove 

the weed entirely.  

 If you make your own compost and 

use that in your bonsai soil, but notice you 

have a lot of weeds germinating, this is a sign 

that your compost hasn’t been working at a 

high enough temperature to kill the seeds. 

You can sterilize the compost in your oven or 

barbeque grill to kill the seeds before using 

the compost in your soil mix. 

JANUARY BONSAI 

By John Miller 

What happens when you miss a turn 

in removing wire from your bonsai?  You get 

a large swelling in the branch that destroys 

the smooth taper you are working for.    The 

only rule for removing wire is to start with the 

end of the wire and work down the wire 

completely to the other end, no jumping from 

wire to wire.  To do this you have a choice--

you can untwist the wire or you can cut each 

loop.  If you cut it is very easy to miss a loop.   

The only sure way is to develop a routine.  

Hold the tip with pliers while you cut the next 

loop, remove the cut loop, lay it aside keeping 

your eye one the cut end, hold the new cut tip 

and repeat.  Do not get distracted and do 

something else.  Following a routine keeps 

you on the one job. 

February is the start of the active 

cycle for bonsai, first the repotting when new 

growth is first evident, then the refinement 

process starts as soon as the green comes,  all 

the while tending to the tasks of watering, 

feeding, and watching for insects. 

Spring is a long drawn out affair and 

each species has its own time table in dealing 

with it.  To be really successful in bonsai, 

then, you must know what each species you 

have will need and how it responds to YOUR 

OWN backyard climate.  If you have kept 

your trees from freezing they will want to 

start growing much earlier than those kept 

outside all winter.  Typically, in my 

collection which stays outside, the elms will 

be first, foliage showing about the end of 

February or the first of March depending on 

the winter, along with the earliest maples.  

Then later in March, the rest of the maples 

and most of the others.  The deciduous oaks 

will come out around April 1.  Out here in the 

country I am 2 or 3 weeks later than I was in 

town, 30 miles away.  The timetable has to be 

your own set by watching the trees 

themselves.  All bonsai functions should be 

done when your tree tells you that the timing 

is right. 

Repotting ‘can’ be done at any time 

during the dormancy but new roots are 
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susceptible to freezing so you have to have 

some place to protect them after repotting.  If 

not repotting this year, you can help weed 

control by removing the top ¼” of soil and 

replace it with new soil.  The best time to 

repot the deciduous temperate zone trees is 

when the buds are just beginning to swell but 

before green is showing.  Generally this will 

be before the last of the freezing weather.  

Trees that leaf out early, maples and elms, 

can withstand a few degrees of frost but if 

repotted you should protect the newly 

growing roots.  Sometimes this just means 

setting them on the ground.  Some species 

such as the oaks and willows are naturally 

programmed to wait much later so that there 

is very little chance to get nipped. 

The newer wisdom on azaleas is that 

you also repot them at this time.  The roots 

will be reestablished by blooming time.  This 

is much easier on the tree than waiting until 

after bloom when the temperature will be hot.  

Before blooming starts you will be removing 

a lot of excess buds anyway which will 

reduce the stress on the tree at that time.  

Remove enough buds to allow the remaining 

flowers to have room to fully open.  This 

should be done in late February or early 

March on the early blooming species 

(Karume) but may go later in March for the 

Satsuki types. 

Refinement is the process that makes 

a well styled tree look great developing fine 

ramification and obtaining smaller leaves.  

Part of the refinement starts as soon as new 

growth appears.  Keep it pinched so you keep 

the internodes short and develop a compact 

set of twigs with small leaves on the 

branches.  On alternate leaved species (e.g. 

elms) pinch when the shoot gets 4 or 5 leaves.  

Fingernails or shears can be used.  If the twig 

gets too long it will be tough and you have to 

use shears.  On opposite leaved trees 

(maples) pinch the central shoot as soon as it 

can be distinguished from the two leaves.  To 

do this really right you need to use tweezers 

with a dull point. 

Development pruning is difficult for 

beginners in that to develop thickness you 

need to let the new branch grow wild which 

destroys the look of your ‘bonsai’.  You also 

will have long internodes which will not 

produce buds at the right places especially on 

the opposite leaved species.  You need to do 

refinement pruning the first couple of times 

to get some short internodes and then let the 

tips go wild. 

Spring flowering plants will have 

their buds set on last year’s growth so pruning 

them will remove some flowers.  Those that 

bloom later in the year will generally bloom 

on this year’s growth.  Pruning them will 

reduce the amount of flowers.  In some cases 

such as crape myrtle, tip pruning of the 

branch will result in no flowers at all.  In 

these cases you must decide which is most 

important, ramification or flowers. A 

compromise would be to prune the branch 

shorter than you normally wood and then let 

it bloom on new growth which will at the 

proper length, at least for the first flowering 

of the season.  

When the growth starts the tree will 

need fertilizer.  However, use one that has a 

small amount of nitrogen (the first number).  

The tree is naturally programmed to grow 

rapidly at this time so you don’t need to 

encourage it further.  Feed lightly to maintain 

a healthy green foliage.   Ideally use an 

organic fertilizer which provides nutrients 

more slowly when the weather is cool. Trace 

minerals should be added to help with both 

the foliage color and the color of blooms. 

If you have not used a horticultural 

oil, the time is fast running out.  The oil 

would be used to kill scale and overwintering 

mites and other boogers.  When new growth 

starts oil might damage the tender foliage.  

When new growth starts, the problems to 

look for are the above mentioned mites but 

especially aphids and mealy bugs.  These can 

be controlled as well as giving the plants the 

required fertilizer by using an organic spray.  

(1 tablespoon each of liquid kelp, liquid fish 

emulsion, apple cider vinegar (5%), and 

molasses in one gallon of water.  Or use a 

commercial mix like Garrett Juice.  All these 

are available in any organic nursery.)  If leaf 
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spot, mildew or any other fungal problems 

appear, use a baking soda (sodium 

bicarbonate), potassium bicarbonate spray or 

a commercial fungicide. 

An important job which many neglect 

saying they are not going to show any trees is 

to detail their trees.  This makes them look 

their best and that helps give you incentive to 

follow other good practices.  Start by 

checking the branches.  Prune any out of 

place or too long twigs.  Remove any 

unnecessary wire,,that is wire on limbs that 

have set in place.  Treat any jin and shari that 

needs it.  Then move down to the pot.  Be sure 

it is clean and all lime deposits are removed.  

Steel wool works great to clean pots.  A 

coating with a very light wax polish such as 

leaf shine will make the pot look good and 

helps keep the mineral deposits from 

forming.  Then check the soil.  It should cover 

the outer roots.  The surface of the soil must 

be clean of any fallen leaves or other debris.  

Now it looks so good you might as well take 

it to a show. 

   

  

 
Now is the time to start cuttings and other 

small plants for sale to raise money for our 

club at the Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most 

months on the 2nd Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, 

TX. This is the building where the large 

conservatory greenhouse is located. Please 

check our website at www.fwbonsai.com 

For meeting dates and special events. To 

join or ask questions contact: 

Bill Weber, President,  972-679-2936 

 

 

Board of Directors: 
President: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Joan DeCapio 

 ronarrington@sbcglobal.net 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 
LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fwbonsai.com/
mailto:webwill1@yahoo.com
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:ronarrington@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bruce.harris1@verizon.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:wdjacobson@gmail.com
mailto:webwill1@yahoo.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2015 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer  

                  2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2015_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


